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BACKGROUND: In spite of high spread of the factories, high pressure injuries of the upper limb are uncommon. Even with
appropriate and early treatment the prognosis is often poor.

We compare our experience with what comes from literature.

METHOD: On between 2006 and 2016, we treated 25 patients suffering high pressure injuries. We reviewed all in 2021, 4 patients
were lost to our study. 10 patients underwent surgery within 6-12 hours; other 10 underwent delayed surgery; 1 patient was treated
conservatively for a subcutaneous emphysema of the right emisoma.

Surgery included a common time of early and aggressive debridement followed by several surgical procedures as well as tenolisys
and decompression of the anatomical structures involved, reconstructive techniques with 9 pedicled flaps and 2 amputations.

Wide spectrum and prolonged antibiotics were necessary.

RESULTS: 9 patients had a return back to normal working activity; 4 patients were unsatisfied; 1 patient took long neurological
discomfort over 2 years; 7 mild functional recovery. Worst results were observed in delayed cases and from oil-based paint
injection. Dash score was 6,2.

CONCLUSION:

The severity of trauma depends on three most important determinants: material injected, location of injury, injection pressure. We
strongly recommend a prompt diagnosis to provide early and adequate treatment. Treatment ranges from early surgery with wide
debridement to reconstructive surgery. Amputation rate is high. Patient should be properly informed about the outcome not rarely
long and poor.



